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Romania Between Reformist Illusions and the Reality of Systematic 
Plunder: Why Minimum Wage Reform is Smoke and Mirrors 

 
While politicians debate cosmetic increases to the minimum wage, the nation's true hemorrhage 
continues unabated - a tacit pact between local oligarchy and foreign interests for the pillaging 
of the country's last resources 

The legislative proposal for minimum wage reform, initiated by AUR senators, reveals more 
through what it doesn't say than what it promises.  

While the initiators speak of workforce exodus and school abandonment - real problems, 
undoubtedly - they deliberately avoid naming the true culprits: three decades of systematic betrayal in 
which natural resources were sold for nothing, industry methodically destroyed, and education 
transformed into a worthless diploma factory. 
 
The Grotesque Theater of "Reforms" 

Let's be clear: the proposal for differentiated minimum wage increases of up to 155% for 
doctorates and maximum seniority is a sinister joke in a country where foreign companies extract gold 
and gas paying miserable royalties, where forests disappear with authorities' complicity, and where 
youth flee not just for higher salaries, but to escape a system rotten to its core. 

The Economic and Social Council, this bureaucratic relic of state corporatism, offered its "divided" 
verdict - unions in favor, employers against. The same theatrical play performed for 30 years: unions 
demand, employers refuse, government mediates, and ultimately nothing essential changes.  

Meanwhile, Romania remains European champion at NEET (youth neither working nor studying), 
infant mortality, deadly roads, and corruption. 
 
The Hypocrisy of "Competitiveness" 

Employers invoke, predictably, "labor market rigidification" and "unsustainable costs."  
The same employers who see no problem with fixed-term employment contracts chained 

infinitely, with unpaid overtime becoming the norm, with layoffs masked as "reorganizations." 
Romania's competitiveness, they tell us, would be threatened by decent wages. 

The reality? Romania's competitiveness was sold along with Petrom, with national banks, with the 
steel industry. What we call "competitiveness" today is nothing more than colonial status as supplier of 
cheap labor and raw materials for Western corporations.  

A Romanian employee produces for the parent company in Germany or France 5-10 times their 
salary value, the difference being elegantly extracted as "profit" for foreign shareholders. 
 
The Real Solution Nobody Wants 

The legislative proposal, however well-intentioned, treats symptoms while ignoring the disease. 
Romania doesn't need complicated minimum wage calculation formulas.  
It needs: 

- Nationalization of strategic resources - Gold, gas, forests must return under national control. 
Royalties of 4-6% are a bad joke when Bulgaria takes 30% and Norway over 70%. 

- Reconstruction of national industry - Not "reindustrialization" with assembly plants for Dacia or 
Nokia, but industry with Romanian capital, for Romanian market and export. 

- Radical reform of the political class - Not through rotation of the same figures between parties, 
but through direct accountability: parliamentarians instantly revocable by voters, directly elected 
ministers, not politically appointed. 

- Real control of public money - Total transparency, not "classified" files for every asphalt contract. 
Every leu spent from public budget visible online, in real time. 

 
The Perfect Diversion 

This legislative proposal perfectly serves its real purpose: to create the illusion that "something is 
being done" for those who still believe in the system.  

Meanwhile, contracts for Black Sea gas exploration remain secret, forests continue disappearing 
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by the trainload to Austria, and youth continue leaving - not 30% as the explanatory memorandum 
states, but probably many more, if we counted correctly. 

Employers will oppose, unions will protest for show, government will "mediate," and ultimately a 
diluted version will be adopted that changes nothing fundamental. Business as usual in colony Romania. 
 
The Historical Verdict 

Minimum wage increases won't stop the exodus or put Romania back on the map of developed 
countries.  

Only a complete break with the current system will - one where the country's resources are sold 
for nothing, profits are extracted to offshore accounts, and the population is kept at subsistence level to 
supply cheap labor. 

Until we have the courage to call things by their name - that we are an economically occupied 
country, that we have a political class of country sellers, that the current system is built to keep us 
underdeveloped - we will continue debating cosmetic reforms while the country empties. 

Romania doesn't need minimum wages increased by 27.5%.  
It needs to recover its dignity, resources, and destiny.  
The rest are bedtime stories - for the few children still left in the country. 

 
The legislative proposal B604/2025 will predictably follow the path of all "reforms" of the last 30 years: 
much ado about nothing. 
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